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EXPLORING THE INTERSECTIONS OF RACE,
POVERTY, RELIGION, LAW ENFORCEMENT, PUBLIC
POLICY, PHILOSOPHY, ETHICS, SOCIOLOGY, AND
HUMAN DIGNITY TO ADVANCE MEANINGFUL
PENAL REFORM AND SOCIAL TRANSFORMATION.

Ideas built the system. Ideas can
dismantle it. Justice demands
that we understand both.

01 Education and the
Facilitation of Knowledge
Interdisciplinary workshops that connect
practical and theoretical knowledge to the
real-world challenges facing educators,
leaders, advocates, organizations, and
communities.

02 Roots of Mass Incarceration
and Reformist Prison Theology
An interdisciplinary examination of the
historical, racial, political, and theological
forces that have shaped mass incarceration
—and the role faith, ethics, policy, and
community action can play in creating more
humane and restorative systems.
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03 The Philosophical Roots of the
Transatlantic Slave Trade 
A theoretical and practical exploration of
the transatlantic slave trade, chattel slavery,
colonialism, and penal slavery-and how their
enduring legacies continue to shape race,
human dignity, justice, fairness, and equity.

ABOUT DR. GEORGE
Rev. Dr. George Walters-Sleyon is a Liberian-born scholar trained in Africa, the United States,
and the United Kingdom. He is an author, educator, and internationally recognized speaker
whose interdisciplinary work bridges criminal justice reform, theology, ethics, philosophy,
sociology, race theory, history, and criminology. He holds a Ph.D. from the University of
Edinburgh and serves as a McDonald Distinguished Fellow at Emory University’s Center for the
Study of Law and Religion. He is also an Associate Fellow of the Scottish Centre for Crime
and Justice Research and founder of the Center for Church and Prison, Inc. Dr. Walters-
Sleyon is the author of six books, including the groundbreaking two-volume work The Rush for
Black Diamonds, which is currently used as a university textbook. Beyond his academic work,
he is a poet, singer-songwriter, and gospel recording artist with three albums.

S
IDEAL  AUDIENCES

Universities, colleges, and HBCUs
Law schools, seminaries, and theological
institutions

Criminal justice and policy conferences
Public policy forums and think tanks
Faith-based organizations, churches,
and religious conventions

Restorative justice organizations
Prison ministry and reentry programs

Libraries, museums, and humanities councils
Cultural and historical organizations

Black History Month programs in the
United States and United Kingdom
International conferences and events
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